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ERTWELFTH NIGHT
BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
DIRECTOR MARTHA HENRY

Grade recommendation
Suitable for Grade 4 and up

Student matinée dates
May 16, 23, 25; June 2, 7, 15, 30; September 14, 28;
October 3, 19

About the play
Twelfth Night is one of Shakespeare’s best-loved comedies. 
Apart from its title, the play contains no explicit references 
to the Christian festival of Twelfth Night, which marked 
the end of the Christmas season and heralded the feast 
of Epiphany on January 6. Aspects of the plot, however, 
do echo traditional Twelfth Night festivities, which were 
presided over by a “Lord of Misrule” and involved the 
reversal of hierarchical and gender roles.

Synopsis
Shipwrecked in a storm at sea, twins Viola and Sebastian 
are washed ashore on diff erent parts of the coast of Illyria, 
each believing the other drowned. To protect herself in 
this unknown land, Viola disguises herself as a young man, 
taking the name Cesario.
 Viola’s disguise proves all too eff ective, however, when 
she enters the service of the lovesick Duke Orsino, who 
makes “Cesario” his go-between in his persistent suit to the 
unresponsive Countess Olivia. Viola loyally fulfi lls this task, 
despite her own growing feelings for her employer – only 
to realize to her alarm that Olivia, while still disdaining the 
duke, has fallen in love with his seemingly male emissary.
 The misunderstandings multiply with the arrival on the 
scene of Viola’s twin brother, Sebastian: though the siblings 
do not yet meet, they are inevitably mistaken for each 
other, with consequences perplexing to them both.
 Meanwhile, Olivia’s reprobate uncle, Sir Toby Belch, 
holds nightly revels with Sir Andrew Aguecheek, another 
hopeless suitor for Olivia’s hand. Rebuked by Malvolio, 
Olivia’s stern and self-righteous steward, Sir Toby retaliates 
by joining with the maid Maria and the clown Feste in a 
practical joke: tricking Malvolio into thinking that Olivia is in 
love with him.
 

Acting on what he believes to be Olivia’s instructions, Malvolio 
makes such a fool of himself that he is confi ned as a madman. 
Confusion reigns until Viola and Sebastian are reunited, 
Malvolio is freed and all is explained. Orsino asks Viola to 
be his wife, and Olivia, fi nding a substitute for Cesario in 
Sebastian, makes plans to host a lavish double wedding.

Content advisory for students
Some sexual innuendo

Curriculum connections and links
1. All grades: Language/English (Listening to Understand, 

Speaking to Communicate, Reading for Meaning)
2. All grades: Drama, Music, Visual Art
3. Grades 4–12: Health and PE (Healthy Living: Bullying 

and Abuse)
4. Grades 4–12: Health and PE (Human Development 

and Sexual Health: Emotional, Social Impact; Personal 
Stresses; Understanding Healthy Relationships; Confl ict 
Management; Mental Health)

5. Grade 12: Canadian and World History (The World: 
Social, Economic and Political Context)

STRATFORD SHORTS
A QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE FOR TEACHERS*
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Topics
Shakespeare
•	 Who he was, his body of work, his significance in English 

drama and literature
•	 Dramatists of the Renaissance
•	 Early modern drama

Elizabethan England
•	 Social and economic structure (class systems, 

playhouses, plays and players)
•	 Values and beliefs (humours, the Great Chain of Being, 

etc.)
•	 Conventions of early English drama (comedy, tragedy, 

pastoral, five-act structure)
•	 Festivals and holidays (Twelfth Night, etc.)

Language
•	 Imagery, blank verse

Illyria
•	 As Utopia, Neverland, Xanadu, Arcadia, Shangri-La, etc.

Themes and motifs
•	 Love (courtly vs. romantic, unrequited)
•	 Appearance vs. reality
•	 Acting and theatre
•	 Madness and melancholy
•	 Time
•	 Revenge and reconciliation
•	 Self-indulgence, fun and excess
•	 Disguise
•	 Survival
•	 Gender identity
•	 Folly of ambition
•	 Letters, messages, tokens
•	 Society and class
•	 Lies and deceit

Enrichment
Study Guide available at stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides

 
Prologues (interactive presentations on stage) are offered 
at 11 a.m. before every student matinée except June 2, 30; 
October 3.

 
Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged 
by calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040, 
ext. 2354.

 
Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

 
Additional classroom activities and ideas for engagement 
with the text can be found at stratfordfestival.ca/teaching-
materials.

Let us take care of lunch!
Picnic lunches are available anytime but must be ordered 
two weeks in advance. Student deli lunch buffets are another 
option (subject to availability). For more information, ask the 
Groups and Schools Department when placing your ticket 
order.

Theatre etiquette
Please respect the actors and your fellow patrons. When 
the lights dim, it is time to be quiet and engage with the 
actors on stage. Be sure to turn off all mobile devices and 
refrain from texting, talking or eating, as this is disrespectful 
to the actors who are telling the story. 
        Respond to what you see through laughter, tears, 
smiles, giggles or captivated silence. The actors feed off 
your presence and response to their work on stage. Don’t 
respond by talking to your neighbour; please wait until after 
the performance to discuss your thoughts.

Booking Information
Online
You can order your group tickets online at any time 
right from your desk. You can even select your seats! 
To start planning your trip, go to stratfordfestival.ca/
schools.

Email
groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone
1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail
Stratford Festival
Attn: Groups and Schools
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival

Production support is generously provided by Jane Petersen Burfield 
& family, by Dr. Desta Leavine in memory of Pauline Leavine and by 
Jack Whiteside

Support for the 2017 season of the Festival Theatre is generously 
provided by Daniel Bernstein & Claire Foerster

*Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes 
Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 


